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THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
CHFADLE  AND  GATLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Lady  and  Gentlemen. 

I beg  to  present  herewith  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
of  the  Urban  District  of  Cheadle  and  Gatley  for  the  Year  193B. 

I have  to  thank  Dr.  Bean,  Acting  Mfcdical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  first  six  months  of  the  year,  for  the  coUrtesy  and  help  that  he 
has  shown  to  me  in  takirlg  over  the  duties. 

This  report  deals  with  a year  in  the  latter  part  of  which  there 
was  a considerable  diversion  from  public  health  activity  to  Air  Raid 
Precautions  work,  and  this  was  still  more  so  during  1939,  and  in 
consequence,  this  report  has  been  much  delayed. 

• The  district  continues  its  rapid  development.  The  number  of 
new  houses  erected  was  slightly  lower  than  that  in  1937.  The  vital 
statistics  for  the  district  remain  satisfactory,  both  as  regards  its  own 
previous  record  and  those  of  the  Country  as  a whole. 

I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  given  me  by  the 
Clerk  to  the  Council  and  the  two  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Messrs.  Hayes 
and  Bennett. 

d'he  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  is  embodied  in  the 
sections  dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

I have  to  thank  all  members  of  the  Council  for  the  en- 
couragement they  have  given  me  in  the  public  health  work 
connected  with  this  district. 


I am. 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  ANDERSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Duties  of  Public  Health  Staff 

Until  July  the  duties  were  carried  out  by  the  Acting  Medical 
Officer  who  was  also  in  private  practice,  but  from  the  ist  of  that 
month,  a new  Medical  Officer  restricted  from  private  practice  was 
appointed.  Half  Ids  time  was  allocated  to  the  duties  of  this 
Council,  and  half  to  duties  of  .Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  under 
the  Cheshire  County  Council. 

From  April  ist,  1939,  he  has  relinquished  the  school  appoint- 
ment and  is  now  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  three  Urban 
Districts — Cheadle  and  Gatley,  Wilmslow  and  Alderley  Edge. 

Both  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  full  time  officials. 

'I'he  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  .Vlanager  for  House  Refuse 
Removal,  Hackney  Carriage  Inspector,  and  Inspector  under  the 
Petroleum  Acts. 

Section  A.  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

'I'he  district  continues  to  be  mainly  residential  and  agricultural. 
The  residential  portions  are  increasing  and  the  agricultural  dimin- 
ishing. 

The  industries  are  mainly  confined  to  'he  north  east  area  of  the 
district,  and  comprise  engineering  works,  brickworks,  steam 
laundries  and  a silk  mill. 

Unemployment  shows  a further  decrease  due  to  extensions  of 
works  in  the  district  and  to  improvement  of  trade  in  surrounding 
areas. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 

Area  (in  acres)  5,303 

Resident  population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate,  mid.  1938), 
26,220. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according  to  the  rate 
books.  8,505. 

Rateable  value  of  the  area,  ^221,601, 

Product  of  a penny  rate,  £S^o. 

Live  Births. 

Legitimate  — Males  225,  Females  215  ; total  440. 

Illegitimate — Males  2,  Females  6 ; total  8, 

Total  — Males  227,  Females  221  ; total  448. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population,  17.09. 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate  — Males  8,  Females  8;  total  16. 

Illegitimate — Males  o.  Females  o;  total  o. 

'I'otal  — .Males  8,  Females  8;  total  16. 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  34.4. 


+ 

Deaths. 

Males  120,  Females  130;  Total  250 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population,  9 54. 

Standardised  death  rate,  9.92. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 
Registrar  General’s  Short  List) 

Rate  per  1000,  total 
Deaths  (Live  and  still)  births. 


No.  29.  Puerperal  Sepsis o o 

No.  30.  Other  Puerperal  Diseases  2 4.3 

Total 2 4.3 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births,  38. 

Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births,  39. 
Illegitimate  infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  Nil. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 41. 

,,  ,,  Measles  ('all  ages) o. 

,,  Whooping  Cougli  (all  ages)  o. 


„ ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 } ears  of  age)  i. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the 
year  which  has  received  or  required  comment. 

'I'here  were  no  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which  have  been 
specially  noteworthy  in  the  area  during  the  year,  nor  have  there 
been  conditions  of  occupation  or  environment  which  appear  to  have 
a prejudicial  effect  on  liealth,  nor  any  evidence,  statistical  or  other- 
wise, that  unemployment  has  exercised  any  significant  influence  on 
the  health  or  physi()ue  of  children  and  adults. 


Chief  Statistics  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1938,  compared 
with  those  of  the  Cheadle  and  Gatley  Urban  District. 


Birth 

Death 

Infantile 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Kate 

Rate 

Mortality 

Puer.  Sepsis  Others 

England  and  Wales 

15-1 

1 1.6 

53 

0.86  2.1 1 

Cheadle  and  Gatley 
Urban  District. 

17.09 

X 

9-54 

38 

nil  4.3 

X 

standardised  death 

rate  9 92. 

Section  B.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

Staff,  see  beginning  of  report. 

(а)  Laboratory  facilities.  Ko  change  during  the  year. 

(б)  Ambulance  facilities.  Two  motor  ambulances  of  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Association  are  stationed  at  the  Fire  Station, 
Cheadle.  There  are  two  full  time  ambulance  drivers.  The 
service  is  adaquate  for  the  district,  and  Stockport  Corporation 
ambulances  are  also  available  if  required. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  home.  No  change  during  the  year. 

(d)  Treatment  centres  and  clinics.  The  School  and  Child  Welfare 
Clinics  of  the  County  Council  remained  unaltered. 

A clinic  for  active  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  was  com- 
menced during  the  year  under  the  direct  control  of  the  District 
Council.  This  clinic  is  held  twice  weekly  (Fridays  2-30  p.m., 
and  Saturdays  10  a.m.)  at  the  Public  Health  Department, 
Cheadle  House.  The  facilities  at  this  clinic  are  free  to  resi- 
dents in  the  district. 

(c)  Hospitals,  Public  and  Voluntary.  There  has  been  no  change 
in  the  hospitals  available.  The  need  for  a maternity  centre 
within  the  district  continues  to  be  felt,  especially  as  regards 
the  new  estates  which  have  been  and  are  being  rapidly  developed. 

The  Infectious  Disease  Hospital  accommodation  is  referred  to 
under  Prevalence  of  and  Control  Over  Infectious  Disease. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. 

'1  his  is  supplied  by  the  Stockport  Corporation  Water  Depart- 
ment. The  water  is  subject  to  bacteriological  and  chemical 
examination.  The  quantity  and  quality  has  remained  good.  There 
are  still  a few  wells,  and  these  have  been  kept  under  observation. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Extensions  have  taken  place  as  required  by  building  develop- 
n ents.  There  have  been  no  important  extensions  during  the  year. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  action  has  been  taken, the  rivers  and  streams  being  inspected 
by  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  Joint  Committee. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

'1  he  water  carriage  system  is  in  use  throughout  the  more 
densely  populated  parts  of  the  district.  Some  of  the  properties' in 
isolated  parts  are  still  on  the  conservancy  system,  the  number  being 
as  follows:-  Privies  40,  pail  closets  14 
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Public  Cleansing. 

No  alterations  have  taken  place  during  the  year. 

Owing  to  the  steady  increase  in  the  population  and  the  number 
of  houses  in  this  area  collection  of  refuse  by  existing  horse  and 
mechanical  transport  is  being  taxed  to  its  limit,  and  consideration 
may  well  have  to  be  given  to  increasing  the  facilities  for  this 
collection. 

Dry  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  land  owned 
by  \our  Council  in  Gatley  Carrs.  There  is  at  the  present  time 
room  for  only  three  or  four  more  years  refuse  disposal  by  this 
method. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  district  has  been  systematically  inspected  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  and  I have  also  made  inspections  on  several  occasions. 
The  report  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  is  attached  to  this  report, 
and  is  in  the  form  of  a tabulated  statement  giving  the  number 
and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year,  and  also  the 
number  of  notices  served  during  the  year  and  their  results. 

Shops. 

No  action  was  deemed  necessarv  during  the  vear  under  the 
^hnps  .Act,  1934.  shops  are  welt  lighted  and  ventilated, 

and  sufficient  sanitary  accommodation  is  provided  in  each  case. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Observations  were  talcen  on  several  occasions  during  the  year, 
and  in  all  cases  these  proved  satisfactory. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

't  here  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swdmming  baths  or 
pools  in  the  district  which  are  open  to  the  public,  but  a scheme 
for  provision  of  Public  Swimming  Baths  is  under  consideration 
by  your  Council. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs 
was  four,  viz.,  four  private  houses.  These  were  all  disinfected  by 
means  of  fumigation  and  spraying  of  insecticide.  “Furmex” 
fumigators  were  used  for  the  purpose,  and  “ Killgercide  ” was 
used  as  a liquid  spray.  The  furniture  and  effects  of  all  pros- 
pective tenants  of  Council  houses  are  inspected  before  a tenant  is 
allowed  to  take  possession  of  a Council  house,  and  no  tenant 
is  allowed  in  them  until  the  goods  are  certified  as  free  from 
infestation. 

'Fhe  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors.  When  disinfestation  has  been  carried  out,  regular 
visits  cf  inspection  are  made  to  the  houses  and  to  the  persons 
concerned,  with  a view  to  preventing  a recurrence  of  the  infesta- 
tion. 


Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  all  the  elementary 
schools  are  good.  When  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been 
reported  to  me,  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  I have  visited  the 
school  and  taken  the  steps  to  check  the  spread  of  infection  as  far  as 

possible.  Great  a.^sistance  has  been  given  by  the  Headmasters 

and  Headmistresses  in  notifying  to  me  cases  of  infection  as  they 
have  occurred  in  the  schools,  and  by  seeing  that  susceptible  con- 
tacts were  kept  away  during  the  requisite  quarantine  period. 

Section  D.  Housing. 

I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts) 595 

(h)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose. ..783. 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and 

1932  20 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  75 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation 4 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  subhead)  found  not  to  be  in  all  res- 
pects reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 16. 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of  formal 
Notices : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers 16 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Power  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections,  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(17  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 


were  served  requiring  repairs o 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  :- 

(a)  l>y  ( )wners o 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners o 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 93 

(2)  No  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notice. 

(а)  By  Owners o 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners o 


(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 
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(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 

tion Orders  were  made o 

(2)  Numl')er  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  Pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  o 

(0  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made o 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...o 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : — 

fa)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year * 7 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 7 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 56I 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year o 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  6 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 49^ 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding...  o 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowdiag  condi- 

tions upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may 
consider  it  desirable  to  report Nil 

During  the  year  a Local  Enquiry  was  held  in  respect  of  two 
Clearance  Areas,  comprising  4 houses,  and  in  each  case  the  order 
for  demolition  was  confirmed. 

'I'he  rehousing  scheme  was  completed  during  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  with  a view  to  providing  alternative  accommodation 
for  the  di.->piaced  tenants  from  Clearance  Areas. 

The  number  of  houses  built  by  your  Council  for  this  purpose 
was  as  follows  : — Ten  blocks  of  buildings  containing  in  all  4 four- 
bedro  lined  houses  and  20  one-bedroomed  flats,  and  12  two-bed 
roomed  houses. 

The  number  of  new  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  was 
580,  the  majority  of  these  being  in  the  Cheadle  Ward, 

Section  E.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. — All  the  farms  and  dairies  have  been 
legularly  inspected  'I'hey  are  clean  and  in  all  cases  well  kept. 
No  samples  of  milk  have  been  submitted  during  the  year  for 
examination  for  bacterial  content  or  for  tubercle  bacilli.  'I'he 
examination  for  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  has  been  taken  over  by 
the  County  Veterinary  Staff. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods. — The  slaughter  houses  have  been 
regularly  inspected.  They  are  clean  and  in  all  cases  well  kept. 
All  shops,  stalls,  vehicles  and  places  where  food  is  prepared  have 
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been  regularly  inspected  and  found  clean. 

(c)  .Adulteration,  etc. — This  work  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council  Officials. 

(d)  Chemical  AND  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. — 
This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council  Officials. 

(e)  Nutrition. — No  special  work  has  been  done  in  this 
matter. 

Section  F.  Prevalence  of  and  Control  Over  Infectious 
Diseases  — (I)  General. 

The  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  occurring 
during  the  year  1938  showed  an  increase  on  that  for  1937,  but  the 
number  is  still  below  that  for  1936.  'I'he  number  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  was  practically  the  same  72  (1937),  71  (1938);  but 
Diphtheria  again  showed  a marked  increase,  the  number  of  cases 
being  36  against  19  in  1937,  and  9 in  1936.  The  type  was  also 
a more  serious  one,  there  being  4 deaths  during  the  year.  A number 
of  cases  occurred  at  Ashfield  I^oad  Council  School,  and  on  investi- 
gation, a carrier  was  discovered,  but  a considerable  number  of  the 
cases  were  sporadic  in  nature  - in  some  cases  the  infection  was 
traced  outside  the  district. 

'The  fact  that  a Clinic  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria  was 
commenced  during  the  year  nas  been  referred  to  earlier  in  this  report. 
The  provision  of  immunising  materials  for  use  by  Private  Practi- 
tioners has  been  continued,  and  to  the  end  of  1938  592  children 
had  been  immunised,  unfortunately  owing  to  the  Munich  Crisis, 
the  commencement  of  the  Clinic  had  to  be  considerably  delayed, 
and  it  was  only  towards  the  end  of  the  year  that  any  cases  were 
dealt  with. 

As  regards  the  other  notifiable  infectious  diseases,  there  were 
no  occurrences  of  note.  Scarlet  fever  continued  to  be  of  a mild 
type.  No  provision  has  been  mrde  for  the  supply  of  serum  for  either 
Pneumonia  or  Measles. 

As  regards  the  non-notifiable  diseases,  the  incidence  was  very 
low  during  the  year  as  shown  by  the  returns  from  the  schools. 

The  North  Cheshire  Joint  Hospital  Board  came  into  existence 
during  the  year,  but  this  has  not  at  present  altered  the  methods 
by  which  cases  are  dealt  with  - they  still  go  direct  to  Monsall 
Hospital,  but  financially  cases  are  now  paid  for  through  the  Joint 
Hospital  Board,  instead  of  direct  to  the  Manchester  Corporation. 
No  difficulty  was  experienced  during  the  year  in  obtaining 
admission  to  hospital  for  cases,  although  10  beds  are  definitely 
inadequate  for  this  district. 
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An  analysis  of  the  total  notified  cases  under  specified  age 
groups  is  given  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

Number  of  specimens  sent  for  bacteriological  examination 


during  the  year  : — 

Diphtheria 159.  Positive  26.  Negative  133. 

d’yphoid  Fever...  13.  Positive  o.  Negative  13. 

f'putum  for 

'Tubercle  Bacilli  80.  Positive  8.  Negative  72. 


Swab  Examination  for 

Haemolytic  Streptococci  2.  Positive  2.  Negative  o. 

2.  (a)  Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1925,  or  under  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
for  the  prevention  of  blindness  or  for  the  treatment  of  persons 
suffering  from  any  disease  of  or  injury  to  the  eyes.  'The  majority 
of  persons  so  suffering  are  treated  at  the  various  hospitals  in  Man- 
chester and  Stockport, 

(b)  Tuberculosis. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade)  or  under 
Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  or  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to 
hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis). 

3.  Tuberculosis. 

New  cases  and  mortality  during  1938  : — 

There  were  no  non-notified  deaths.  The  efficiency  of  notifica- 
tion of  cases  of  tuberculosis  is  good.  No  proceedings  were  taken 
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Deaths  during  the  year  ending  December  3Ist,  1938. 


Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

I Tvphoid  Fever,  etc.  ' ... 

2 Measles 

. . . 

... 

3 Scarlet  Fever 

• • • 

... 

4 Whooping  Cough 

... 

5 Diphtheria 

3 

I 

6 Influenza 

I 

2 

7 Encephalitis  Lethargica 

• • t 

... 

8 Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

• • • 

... 

9 Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

5 

4 

lo  Other  Tuberculosis 

I 

2 

II  Syphilis 

• •• 

... 

12  General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane,  etc.  ... 

• • • 

... 

13  Cancer 

17 

24 

14  Diabetes 

2 

... 

15  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

4 

6 

16  Heart  Disease 

32 

37 

17  Aneurysm 

... 

18  Other  Circulatory  Diseases... 

12 

17 

19  Bronchitis 

I 

2 

20  Pneumonia 

9 

2 

21  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

... 

22  Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

... 

23  Diarrhoea  funder  2 years)  ... 

I 

. .• 

24  Appendicitis 

2 

2 

25  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

... 

26  Other  Liver  Diseases 

• • • 

2 

27  Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

3 

2 

28  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

I 

I 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis 

• •• 

... 

30  Other  Puerperal  Diseases  ... 

• •• 

2 

31  Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  etc. 

4 

6 

32  Senility 

I 

2 

33  Suicide 

• • • 

... 

34  Other  violence  ... 

5 

6 

35  Other  defined  Causes 

10 

10 

36  111  Defined  Causes  or  not  Known. 

... 

... 

ALL  CAUSES 

120 

130 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  i year. 

(Included  above) 

Legitimate 

10 

7 

Illegitimate 

... 

... 

